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The U.S. corporate forces began to organize their present neo-liberal policies in th·e mid-
1970s. These policies consisted of an attack on governmental institutions that serve a 
public or social purpose and a promotion of public policies that replace this public purpose 
with a market ideology and/or a market practice. 

The nee-liberal attack on U.S. public education began in earnest with the publication of A 
Nation At Risk report in 1983 and continued with the subsequent promotion of an 
"educational crisis" by the corporate owned mass media. 

The business and media promoters of this "crisis" said that the United States must now 
compete in the global economy, but the public schools have failed our society. Our 
schools have failed us because our school children don't have the skills to compete. 
In order for the US to compete successfully, schools must incorporate new skills in their 
curriculum, raise school standards, test to those standards and be held accountable when 
students fail to pass the tests. 

There is an important corollary to this attack. All this "restructuring" of the schools can 
be done without any new funding. Existing money only needs to be reallocated. New 
funds that might go toward increased expenditures per pupil, higher teacher salaries, 
smaller class size or new school construction would only be wasted. Schools must first 
establish and meet the new standards. 

This attack has been consistently promoted by corporate business groups and the 
commercial mass media since 1984 and it remains the dominant policy direction for public 
education. in the United States. · 

The effects of this fifteen year attack on public schools has been to demoralize advocates 
of a strong public education system and to open the doors of U.S. public schools to a 
flood of nee-liberal policies that have yet to run their full course. 








