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Dan Leahy's Talk Notes 

Introduction 

Marcy asked me to act as an outsider and to make a few comments 
about what I see. I'd like to talk about three thin.gs: (1) who you 
are, where you are and what you're about. (2) Your linking of 
I(atrina and Iraq and, (3) your idea of Community. 

First Point 

Your Walk from Salem to Portland last June demonstrated 
possibility, showed direction and held promise. That promise 
exploded onto to the streets in March·, April and on May Day 
with the leadership of Latino youth. I want to congratulate you 
on that Walk. It is the hard, on the ground organizing that 
makes that type of explosion possible. 

The walk outs, mar·ches and boycotts by young Latino and other 
immigrc1:nts in 200 cities across the US is just the beginning of a 
much needed turn around in this country. 

You are talking about the need for a new contract with America. 
These Latino youth, other immigrants and their supporters want a 
new contract, just like the survivors of I(atrina want a new 
contract. 

We do need a new contract. The old contract has been broken. 
That old contract said government had a public duty to remedy 
social injustice. 














