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My argument is the Knights of Labor and the Farmers Alliance "met" in Washington 
State. They shared a political vision of a commonwealth with the public ownership of 
essential resources controlled locally and directly by an electorate. 

This social movement was a common understanding by how society should be organized. 
It periodically expressed itself through organizational and political formations that 

. . 

succeeded in creating long-lasting institutions and practices in this state. 

This social movement had many of the el�ments of a successful social movement. 
(Lawrence Goodwyn, Populist Moment) : Autonomous Space for interpretation, Tactical 
Means of Recruitment, Achievement of a Social Analysis and a Means to Express New 
Ideas, i.e., a Political Party. 

A. Eastern Capital in a Coionial Territory

Washington remained a territory for 36 years (1853-1889)
Native American Removal-Treaties and Wars and Land Donation Act

Commerce: Railroads, Northern Pacific. (40m). Jim Hill's Great Northern (1893)
Land: Weyerhaeuser - 900,000 acres for·$6/acre from Jim Hill
Utilities: Boston's Stone and Webster-Puget Sound Traction, Power.

- B. Political Visions 

Omaha Platform: national ownership, income tax, finance, elections, etc 
200 Farmer Alliance, Sub-Alliances in Washington by 1890. (Farm/Labor) 
Confederation of Industrial Organizations in 1891 (Spokane)-KOL/Alliance 
Socialist led Grange. Washington chosen as site for socialist utopias. 
Peoples Party Convention. Ellensburg 1892 (Bridges/Rogers, Legislative Victory) 
Fusion Ticket Victory. John Rogers is Governor and Robert Bridges, Land Com. 
Farmer Labor Party of 1920s. Governors Race wilh Bridges. Public Ownership 

C. Early Infrastructure Victories: Finance and Education

Constitution of 1889. No Credit. Paramount Duty. State Funding (Barefoot)
Seattle and Tacoma -Municipal Ownership Leagues and Victories.










