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Dear Delegates and Guests, 

My wife, Bethany Weidner, and I spent the month of February, 2016, on the Greek island of Lesvos 
volunteering to help the refugees coming by boat from the coast of Turkey. 

The current flow of refugees from Syria and Iraq to Greece and Italy threatens to be larger than the 4.6 
million refugees that resulted from the war in Afghanistan. 

On Wednesday morning, I'd like to talk to you about our experience in Lesvos, about the refugees, the 
first responder volunteers, their organizations, what we tried to do and what I think the role of first 
responders should be. 

The situation on Lesvos, as well on other Greek islands, had changed dramatically since March 20th as 
a result of an agreement between the European Union and Turkey. I'd like to talk a bit about this 

· agreement and what it might mean for refugees and responders.

Finally, I'd like to give a brief historical overview in an effort to explain the cause of this particular
wave of refugees trying to reach Europe.

In the process of preparing for this talk, I've read numerous reports and taken notes on them.

I've attached my notes and hope you might review them before Wednesday morning:

Chart comparing ISIS and Al-Qaeda 
Chronological list of current events 
Description of the economic state of Syria 
Defense Department report on the US bombing campaign in Iraq and Syria 
Summary of the US Refugee Resettlement program. 

Thanks very much. Look forward to our discussion, to your questions and comments. 

Solidarity, 
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Dan Leahy 

PO Box 602 
Olympia, Washington 98507 
(360) 402-0441














