
ORIGINS OF THIS PARTICULAR REFUGEE CRISIS 

A VERY BRIEF REVIEW 

SHOW MAP OF TURKEY AND SYRIA 

WITH THE COLLA PSE OF THE 800 YEAR OLD OTTOMAN EMPIRE AFTER WORLD WAR 
ONE, THE BRITISH AND FRENCH DIVIDED UP THE MIDDLE EAST (SYKES-PICOT 
AGREEMENT) AND DENIED ARAB SOVERNITY 

A SERIES OF ARTIFICIAL NATION STATE BORDERS: IRAQ, SYRIA, LEBANON,JORDAN 

PALESTINE., SAUDI ARABIA, KUWAIT. TURKEY: A SOURCE OF RESENTMENT AND 
CONFLICT TO THIS DAY. (ERASE SYKES-PICOT BORDERS) 

RULERS OF THESE NATION STATES WERE OR ARE GENERALLY AUTOCRATIC AND 
DICTATORIAL AND ACCEPTED AS ALLIES OF THE US AND BRITAIN. (EXCEPT PALESTINE 

WHICH WAS REPLACED BY ISRAEL) 

SHOW SLIDE OF TURKEY AND SYRIA, IRAQ. 

THE US INVADED IRAQ IN 2003 AND OCCUPIED IT UNTIL 2011. 

THE US DISMANTLED THE NATION STATE INSTITUTIONS OF THE ARMY AND 
BA ATIS POLITICAL PARTY. THESE WERE SECULAR INSTITUTIONS WITH A 
NATIONALIST IDENTITY 

US REPLACED THIS SECULAR STATE WITH A SECTARIAN STATE RUN BY THOSE 

ASSOCIATED WITH THE SHIA BRANCH OF ISLA M AND SUPPORTED BY THE 
ISLA MIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN. (AL-MALIK! RULED UNTIL A UGUST 2014) 

THE U S  OCCUPATION AND THIS GOVERNMENTAL ARRANGEMENT LED TO ON
GOING CIVIL, TRIBAL AND SECTARIAN BASED WAR PRODUCING DEATH, 
DESTRUCTION AND REFUGEES. 










