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CHART TALKS by Dan Leahy

I'started teaching in the Masters of Public Administration (MPA) program at The Evergreen State College in the
fall of 1984, Almost simultaneously, | began creating a Labor Education and Research Center at the College.
The “Labor Center” was established in the fall of 1987 and | became its first Executive Director until returning to
faculty in 1995.

Professor Kenneth Dolbeare became my mentor at the College and in the MPA program. One of the first essays
he introduced me to was C. Wright Mills', “On Intellectual Craftsmanship.” This essay is the appendix to Mills' The
Sociological Imagination. Mills talks about opening up a file with different folders of intellectual inquiry and then

looking at the relationship of those folders to each other as a method of analysis and as a possible route to
imaging new social forms.

For me, those “folders” turned into charts. | “charted” new information | was learning. | asked it questions, tried to
fill out the vertical and horizontal columns and looked for relationships across time. These charts became the
basis for many of my talks in Evergreen classes or in front of unionized workers. It was my way of using the past
to look for future organizing opportunities for the working class. My practice of making charts continued after | left
Evergreen in 2008 whether | was analyzing the 2009 financial crisis, the plight of refugees from US wars in
Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria, charting President Trump's new policy initiatives or exploring the tax exempted
ownership of downtown Olympia.

A friend of mine said, these charts at not your talks. It's true, but | think they could have some stand alone
meaning and might be of use to folks looking at the same subject matter that | was exploring.

I've divided the charts into ten sections with these titles:

1. Ordinary People Making Meaning, Making a Difference. In October, 1998, | was asked to give a lecture this

class. | charted my life, organizing activities and lessons learned from the Peace Corps in Turkey (1965-1967) ,

through graduate school, various jobs and arenas until my unsuccessful run for Washington State's

Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) in fall of 1996. ‘

2. Public Policy in Washington State, 1994-1996. There are three charts here. The first on is a schema of how
I believed public policy was created in Washington State moving from values to language to law and
implementation. The other two charts are of the membership of the Washington Roundtable (October 1995)
and a chart of the main Public Policy Institutes that affect public policy in the state (February 1996).

3. Definitions of Democracy, 1987-2002. When | started the Labor Education Center at The Evergreen State
College in 1987, | wanted to demonstrate how working people defined democracy and how they attempted to
implement that definition. | asked the historical material four questions: What did they want, Who do they want it
for, What strategy did they intend to use and How were they going to enforce that strategy, i.e.,their tactics. The
first chart, Definitions of Democracy, became my “Jabor history talk.” Organized Labor in Washington State
chart (December, 1896) showed the major unions ranked by membership. The Post World War Two Social
Accord: 1945-1955 charted Labor's demands and Capital's accommodation with those demands. This created
the social accord that defined the United States until corporations broke it in the late 1970s. The remaining
charts show the role of women in worker organizations from the Gilded Age through the Progressive Era and
how social movements responded to political economies from the Gilded Age to the “Global Age.”

4. NAFTA and Public Education in Canada, the United States and Mexico, 1995-2002. With the passage of
NAFTA in 1993, the privatization of public education became a goal for the trade regime across the three
countries. These charts characterize the workings of the three nation states, their respective public educations
systems, the effects of neo-liberal reforms on those systems and two corporate-sponsored, voter initiatives that
attempted privatization in Washington State's public education system in 1996.




5. The World Trade Organization and Global Governance: Anarchism, Resistance and Dissent, 2001~
2003, With the explosion of resistance at the WTO's Seattle Ministerial in November, 1999, the WTO itself as
well as anarchist forms of resistance became a major topic of discussions, These charts characterize that
discussion. The World Trade Organization: A Comparative Chart shows the shiit from GATT to the WTO.
Trends in North American Anarchism shows its various expressions from 1820 to 1975. Ideologies of
Revolution contrasts Marxism with Anarchism. The Mexican Revolution: Systems of Control, 1910 to 2002,
The schema, Global Governance, show the global system with the World Economic Forum at the center of
policy coordination. Global Resistance: Another World is Possible charts the alternative with the World Social
Forum at the center. With the passage of the Patriot Act, the history and practice of dissent in the United States
became an important discussion. There are three charts: America in Dissent Framework, the Shape of
Dissent (2002) and The Patriot Act: Historical Context, Targets and Methods (May 2003).

6. New Orleans, the Rise of Financial Capital and the Banking Collapse of 2008-09. The neo-liberal assault
on New Orleans public wealth post Katrina is the focus of the first chart, New Orleans: The Public and their
Public Wealth, 2005-2008, charts the population diaspora, as well as the assault on hospitals, public schools,
public transportation, public housing, etc. The Rise and Dominance of Financial Capital (2009) charts the rise
of financial capital from when the US went off the gold standard in 1971 to the bailout of the financial sector in
2009. Finding the Way Out of the Financial Crisis charts the historical movement policies that, if
implemented, could guide a just recovery. Dis-Investment to Re-Investment charts how a shift of bank deposits
from national to local banks in Washington, Oregon and Idaho could remedy the financial crisis. Finally, the

Comparative Chart: Visions of Political Economy compares the characteristics of the Capitalist, Marxist,
Anarchist and Meso-American models.

7. Market Versus Community Values. When | started looking at American history through the lens of
organized labor, | noticed the struggle between capital and labor to enforce different set of values. This chart,
.along with my “definitions of democracy” chart became my standard organizing talk for many years from 1985 to
my retirement in 2008. The other charts in this section are random, but | believe important; America: Who
Really Pays the Taxes, a chart of Barlett and Steele's Tax Rules. He was known as “Boring Storing” but |
charted his comparison of the community minded Anti-Federalists and the Federalists. This is a one page
chart Organized Labor in Washington State ( 1996). The Environmental Components of the Seattle
General Strike of February 1919 & the situation in 1997. Two Movements Reached Each Other shows the

New Definition of America compares the characteristics of the Progressive Era, 1900-1920 with the GIO
Version, 1934-1937. From National Liberal Order to Global Neo-liberal Order, 1947-2001 contrasts the
policies of the two systems. Post 911 Transformation to New World Order shows the characteristics of the
“State” based system with a “God” based system. Struggles to Define Public Education in Washington,
1977-2014 compares the approaches of Court Enforced, Corporate-led, Labor Organized and Social Market,
Translating the Language of Education Reformers uses the analysis of Diane Ravitch's book
to "translate” the language used by Corporate reformers into understandable English (2014).

8. Charts About Other Worlds. These are some charts | did about other countries. Another World Polity
compares the Socialist/Left perspective and the Meso-American one in Mexico. Two charts explore the origins
and actions of three Mexican revolts: Zapatistas, Atenco Farmers and APPO in Oaxaca (June/July 2008).
Goals and Strategies of Turkey's AKP and DTP political parties (2011). This chart contrasts differing solutions
to the presence of Kurdish people in the Turkish Republic. Comparison of Al Qaeda Central and Islamic State
of lraq and Syria (ISIS) (2016). | used this chart as part of my talk on the creation of refugees headed for

Turkey, Greece and Europe. In addition to this chart, | used Some Refugee Related Dates, 1979 to 2016, to
show the origins of the 2015 refugee crisis,

9. President Trump's Administration and Budget, February-March, 2017, | began researching President
Trump's White House and Cabinet appointments, as well as his budget proposals, right after his inauguration, |
did this in an effort to see what policy direction he was taking. White House —~ Executive Office of the
President lists ten appointments, their personal history and previous policy positions. Policy Indicators Via

. Trump's “Cabinet-Level” Positions. This is a chart show eight positions, his appointments, their history and
key policies. These appointees have cabinet standing, but are not Cabinet positions. Trump's Budget Blueprint
cited Independent Agencies Proposed for Elimination. This chart names the agency, shows its purpose and
its activities. The chart Budget Blueprint by Department lists those federal departments receiving increases
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and those receiving budget cuts. In the final chart, Proposed Program Eliminations by Federal Department, it
shows which programs are scheduled for elimination and the rationale given for their elimination.

10. Olympia Ownership and Tax Exemptions, July-November, 2019. In the spring of 2019 | began to
research the changing skyline in downtown Olympia and look at the results of the City Council granting property
tax exemptions to builders of market rate housing complexes. The three charts are buildings with tax exemptions

or upcoming requests for tax exemption, a chart of downtown retail store vacancies and a chart of who owns the
property in downtown Olympia.

You are welcome to use, reshape or update the charts if you wish. If you find any of this helpful to you, please
let me know. My email address is: danleahy43@yahoo.com.

Solidarity,

gy
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Dan Leafiy

1415 6" Avenue SW
Olympia, Washington 98502
11/20/2019
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Dan Leahy was horn and raised in
"Seattle Attended St. Edwards Sem-
mary, Seattle Unrversrty and Went
to Turkey in the Peace Corps En— ; .
G tered NYU Graduate School, re-

fused the draft and became a communlty organrzer

for the Quakers Ran a ﬁeld study education center at
- Cornell University and married Bethany Werdner

They had two sons, JD Ross and Chad. Organized a '

‘national p011t1ca1 party, the Citizens. Party, and a

' kWashrngton state party called Progress Under Democ-

racy. Taught at Eyergreen: Organized state's first La-

bor EduCation and Research Center and ran the New

- School for Un1on Orgamzers Ret1red from Evergreen '

¢ 1n 2008 after 24 years. Ran around the World In 2014,

‘organrzed a reglon wide strategy summit to ﬁght oil

| trains and yVOrked n Greek refugee camps in '2016 and

2017 Lives i in Ireland when he can, but mostly lives 1 in

, Olymp1a w1th Bethany and fights City H? Hew




