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THE ART OF WAR BY SUN TZU 

(DAN LEAHY'S NOTES) 

I. ESTIMATES

A. APPRAISE WAR IN TERMS OF FIVE FACTORS

1. Moral Influence

What causes people to be in harmony with 
their leaders. 

2. Weather

The interaction of natural forces. Winter's 
cold and summer's heat. 

3. Terrain

Distances, ease and difficulty of traversing. 

4. Command

General's qualities: 

wisdom 
sincerity -
humanity 
courage 
strictness-

5. Doctrine

the changing of circumstances; 
certainty of rewards/punishmt 
Loves & sympathizes 
seize opp without hesitation 
troops in awe. 

organization, control, assignment, regulation 
and provisions. 

B. CREATE SITUATIONS that will contribute to
accomplishment of plans.

1. All warfare is based on deception. When
capable, feign incapacity; when active,
inactivity.
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